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WAR DEPARTMENT, 

’ . OFFICE OF THE CHIEF SIGNAL OWCER 

^ Washington • 

• .■ December' 29th, 191|9. 

My dear Colonel Fabyan: \ 1 

I was hastily summoned to my mother's bedside abodt a week a 50 
because of, her desperate illness and' the re fore, did not receive, until 
my return on Saturday, the little tape message which you had prepared, 
which demonstrated beyond a shadow of a. doubt, that you had -not on}.y bro- - 
ken the one hundred fifty messages prepared on the printing telegraph ac- 
cording to the method used last year by the Signal Corps, but that you 
had also reconstructed t{ie running key v/hiclr enabled you to prepare mes- 
sages to be sent to the Chief Signal Officer, to General Churchill and to 
myself, all of which ’.ere this mornings nut through without mishap, on the 
cipher machine, here, using our key tapes according to existing methods. 

«• 1 

You have done 0 great work and vour contention of last March 
is sustained - that the method of using the printing telegraph cipher as 
used last v er by the Signal Corps was decipherable. This is, perhaps, , „ 
the -toughest individual cipher ’you Lave- -eve : 1 had to tackle. To the victor 
belong the spoils! I an unit' ng General Squier's return so that he per- 
sonally can convey to you the remarks which \’/ould otherwise have to be 
-'rubber-stamoed* by a subordi mte. Hence, you will understand -the delay 
inhis acknowledgement of your message". He i s on ' , eav,e and v.dll return 
soon. 

For your private information . and not- for publication , I am. en- 
closing a cony of letter, -hi ch I have this date written to General Church- 
ill. I don't want Colonel Fabyan-tb think that Colonel Hauborgne is un- 
appreciative of what. River -bardff'ba s -done.' I am going to nut this tli-ng 
over if I can. X ‘expect some opposition- from Yardley but General Church- • 
'ill is V bigger ’man than some -people think’ and perhaps Major Yardley* s' op- 
position will not 'amount to very mucli in General Churchill's opinion. I 
"feel satisfied that the Chief Signal Officer will back me up in this matter; 
'however, I hm well aware that' there are. many slips 'twixt the cup and the 
lip and am taking time by the f prelock to let you know what I am trying to 
do. r- 

I should like, however, to fret an honesjb opinion from you as to 
the two questions which I can't help, but harp on, dr on at least one - of 
..them, because you have already told me that you are, unable to give any fur- 
ther consideration to this modified form at the present time. • Colonel 
Hitt is' sati sfied that' at least one of the two methods proposed is indfcoi- 
pherable. VJhat say you? ‘ 

L 

I am enclosing a copy of the deciphered tape, vhich you sent to 
me. ' Wishing. you the compliments of the season, I remin, ■ 

Since/e/y .yours, ■ . 


Enel. 


Lt ./Co 1. , -Signal Corf>s. 
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